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Appendix A 
Public Notification That a Potential Event Was Occurring 

(40 CFR §50.14(c)(1)) 
 

FIGURE A-1 
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE PUBLIC ZONES 

 
Fig A-1: Illustrates the public zones serviced by the National Weather Service Office in 
Phoenix and San Diego.  Imperial County, including southeast sections of Riverside County 
are part of the reporting public zone areas from the Phoenix office 

 
The Appendix Supplemental contains all the pertinent National Weather Service notices issued by 
either the San Diego or Phoenix office in date and time order. 
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FIGURE A-2 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE SAN DIEGO 

 
Fig A-2:  The Area Forecast Discussion, issued 755 PM PST (855 PM PDT) on July 6, 2015 
identifies a low-pressure system moving slowly inland and the dry southwest flow ahead 
of the low-pressure.  Source: AFD from NWS SGX; Iowa Environmental Mesonet; 
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDSGX&e=201507070355 

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDSGX&e=201507070355
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FIGURE A-3 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE SAN DIEGO 

 
Fig A-3:  The Area Forecast Discussion, issued at 151 AM PST (251 AM PDT) on July 7, 2015 
identifies the slow moving low-pressure off the California coast moving inland.  Source: 
AFD from NWS SGX; Iowa Environmental Mesonet; 
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDSGX&e=201507070951 
  

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDSGX&e=20150707
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FIGURE A-4 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE PHOENIX 

 
Fig A-4:  The Area Forecast Discussion, issued at 248 AM PST (348 AM PDT) on July 7, 2015 
identifies the continuance of moisture and the chances of reintroduced POPS on the 
lower deserts east of the Colorado River Valley. Source: AFD from NWS SGX; Iowa 
Environmental Mesonet; 
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDPSR&e=201507071048 

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDPSR&e=201507071
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FIGURE A-5 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE SAN DIEGO – PAGE 1 
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FIGURE A-5 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE SAN DIEGO – PAGE 2 

 
Fig A-5:  The Area Forecast Discussion, issued at 830 AM PST (930 AM PDT) on July 7, 2015 
identified the low-pressure off San Francisco with increasing onshore through Thursday 
and resulting west winds.  Source: AFD from NWS SGX; Iowa Environmental Mesonet; 
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDSGX&e=201507071630 

 

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDSGX&e=201507071630
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FIGURE A-6 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE SAN DIEGO 

 
Fig A-6: The Area Forecast Discussion, issued 800 PM PST (900 PM PDT) on July 7, 2015 
identified an unseasonably deep trough of low-pressure off the Central California coast 
moving inland bringing windy condition to the mountains and deserts.  Source: AFD from 
NWS SGX; Iowa Environmental Mesonet:  
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDSGX&e=201507080400 

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDSGX&e=201507080400
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FIGURE A-7 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE SAN DIEGO 

 
Fig A-7: The Area Forecast Discussion, issued 237 AM PST (337 AM PDT) on July 8, 2015 
identified an unseasonably deep trough of low-pressure off the Central California coast 
moving inland bringing windy condition to the mountains and deserts.  Source: AFD from 
NWS SGX; Iowa Environmental Mesonet:  
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDSGX&e=201507081037 

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDSGX&e=20150708
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FIGURE A-8 
URGENT WEATHER MESSAGE WIND ADVISORY SAN DIEGO 

 
Fig A-8:  The Urgent Weather Message, issued at 254 AM PST (354 AM PDT) on July 8, 
2015 identified strong winds and strong onshore.  Interstate 8 and blowing dust and sand 
are identified.  Source: NPW from NWS SGX; Iowa Environmental Mesonet:  
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWSGX&e=201507081054 

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWSGX&e=201507081054
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FIGURE A-9 
WIND ADVISORY FOR COACHELLA VALLEY 

 
Fig A-9: The Desert Sun published the National Weather Service wind advisory identifying 
gusts potentially as high as 60 mph.  Source: The Desert Sun. 
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FIGURE A-10 
URGENT WEATHER MESSAGE WIND ADVISORY PHOENIX 

 
Fig A-10:   The Urgent Weather Message, issued 744 AM PST (844 AM MST) on July 8, 
2015 identified sustained winds from the west of 20 to 30 mph with gusts up to 45 mph 
potentially affecting Imperial County. Source: AFD from NWS SGX; Iowa Environmental 
Mesonet:  
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDPSR&e=201507081544 

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDPSR&e=20150708
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FIGURE A-11 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE SAN DIEGO 

 
Fig A-11: The Area Forecast Discussion, issued 810 AM PST (910 AM PDT) on July 8, 2015 
identified the trough of low-pressure off the Central California coast resulting in stronger 
onshore pressure gradients and gusty westerly winds affecting the mountains and 
deserts.  Source: NPW from NWS SGX; Iowa Environmental Mesonet:  
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDSGX&e=201507081610 

 
 
 

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDSGX&e=20150708
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FIGURE A-12 
URGENT WEATHER MESSAGE WIND ADVISORY SAN DIEGO

 
 

Fig A-12: The Urgent Weather Message, issued 1139 PM PST (1239 PM PDT) on July 8, 
2015 identified strong and gusty winds within the San Diego deserts such as Interstate 8.  
Source: NPW from NWS SGX; Iowa Environmental Mesonet:  

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWSGX&e=201507081939 
 

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWSGX&e=201507081
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FIGURE A-13 
URGENT WEATHER MESSAGE WIND ADVISORY PHOENIX 

 
Fig A-13:  The Urgent Weather Message, issued 233 PM PST (333 PM MST) on July 8, 2015 
identified the potential for gusty winds and blowing dust in Imperial County. Source: NPW 
from NWS PSR; Iowa Environmental Mesonet:  
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWPSR&e=201507082233 

  

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWPSR&e=20150708
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FIGURE A-14 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE PHOENIX 

 
Fig A-14:  The Area Forecast Discussion, issued 835 PM PST (935 PM MST) on July 8, 2015 
identified strong westerly winds into the Imperial County. Source: AFD from NWS SGX; 
Iowa Environmental Mesonet:  
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDSGX&e=201507090435 

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDSGX&e=2015070
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FIGURE A-15 

URGENT WEATHER MESSAGE WIND ADVISORY SAN DIEGO 

 
Fig A-15:  The Urgent Weather Message, issued 841 PM PST (941 PM PDT) on July 8, 2015 
identified the strong onshore with locally strong and gusty winds along the San Diego 
deserts.  Source: NPW from NWS SGX; Iowa Environmental Mesonet:  
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWSGX&e=201507090441 

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWSGX&e=2015070
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FIGURE A-16 
AIR QUALITY INDEX 

Air Quality Index 
Levels of Health 

Concern 

Numerical 
Value Meaning 

Good 0 to 50 Air quality is considered satisfactory, and air pollution poses little or no 
risk. 

Moderate 51 to 100 
Air quality is acceptable; however, for some pollutants there may be a 
moderate health concern for a very small number of people who are 
unusually sensitive to air pollution. 

Unhealthy for Sensitive 
Groups 101 to 150 Members of sensitive groups may experience health effects. The general 

public is not likely to be affected. 

Unhealthy 151 to 200 Everyone may begin to experience health effects; members of sensitive 
groups may experience more serious health effects. 

Very Unhealthy 201 to 300 Health alert: everyone may experience more serious health effects. 

Hazardous 301 to 500 Health warnings of emergency conditions. The entire population is more 
likely to be affected. 

 
Fig A-16: The Air Quality Index (AQI) is an index for reporting daily air quality. It tells you 
how clean or polluted your air is, and what associated health effects might be a concern 
for you. The AQI focuses on health affects you may experience within a few hours or days 
after breathing polluted air. EPA calculates the AQI for five major air pollutants regulated 
by the Clean Air Act: ground-level ozone, particle pollution (also known as particulate 
matter), carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, and nitrogen dioxide. For each of these 
pollutants, EPA has established national air quality standards to protect public health. 
Ground-level ozone and airborne particles are the two pollutants that pose the greatest 
threat to human health in this country.  Source: 
https://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=aqibasics.aqi  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=aqibasics.aqi
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FIGURE A-17 
IMPERIAL COUNTY DAILY WEATHER AND AG BURNING INFORMATION 

 
Fig A-17:  A copy of the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District official record of the 
conditions as they existed for a determination of a "Burn Day" on July 8, 2015 
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FIGURE A-18 
IMPERIAL COUNTY AFFIDAVIT 30 DAY PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
Fig A-18: A copy of the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District official record 
(affidavit) affirming the publication of the notice of availability of the Exceptional Events 
Demonstration for July 8, 2015.  The date for closing comments was March 2, 2018 
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FIGURE A-19 
IMPERIAL COUNTY 

COMMENTS REGARDING THE JULY 8, 2015 EE DEMONSTRATION 
 

The ICAPCD did not receive any comments 
 

 
 
 


